A Green Circular City
regenerates its urban system by designing out waste
and the use of non-renewable resources,
keeping products at the highest value throughout lifespans,
and returning nutrients to the soil for carbon sinks.
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GREEN CIRCULAR CITIES COALITION
GFEEMMETHEASE

The Green Circular Cities Coalition, managed by the ICLElI — Local Governments for Sustainability
East Asia Secretariat, presents an opportunity for cities across the world to become global leaders
in fostering transitions towards a circular future and synergize with the Sustainable Development
Goals. As an international city-focused platform, the Coalition connects cities, experts, businesses
and relevant stakeholders to shift their mindset from “urban waste management* towards “city-region
resource management, and increase circularlity via experience exchange and mutual learning.
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Bonn, Germany, has set its target to achieve carbon-free by 2050, and
considers the circular economy approach as a key measure to reaching
the goal. Under the threat from plastic waste, Bonn places its efforts on
awareness raising, and calls for other cities to join the movement.
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Nagano Prefecture, Japan, has been the prefecture with the least
amount of municipal waste in the country for four consecutive years.
The prefecture is now focusing on foodwaste reduction, phosphorus
recovery, sludge-to-energy recovery, and forest-based bioeconomy.
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Turku, Finland, aims to achieve carbon neutrality by 2029, and wiser use
of resources by 2040. Built on its asset of the chemical industry and food
system, Turku is fostering its circular practices and industrial symbiosis,
and works closely with various actors in the city and the region.
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Changchun, China, as a city with industrial legacy, seeks to re-utilize its
advantages in technologies into resources circulation industrial parks,
and looks forward to explore advanced practices via the Coalition.
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Yokohama, Japan, has set its goal to reach zero carbon by 2050. The city
is focusing on tackling plastics and foodwaste, and strickly applies the
Japanese concept of Regional Circular and Ecological Sphere Balance (or
Circulating and Ecological Economy) by cooperating with nearby cities in
utilizing abundant renewable resources.
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Datong, China, is facing significant environmental threats from the
by-products and waste resulted from coal mining and refinery. To takle
the situation, Datong has invested in several resources circulartion
industrial parks, aiming to efficiently turn waste into resources.
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The Green Circular Cities Coalition is the first international city-focused platform to facilitate
circular development. Operated by the ICLEI East Asia Secretariat, with strong support from
other ICLEI offices, including the European Secretariat and the Japan Office, the Coalition
has received endorsement from é cities and a number of knowledge partners, including
Circle Economy, the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, TORMA, etc.
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